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they compare themselves and their behavior with
these barbarians. When mass is finished, they
leave, if it be a working-day, to labor at home or in
the fields. In the evening, at sunset, the Signal is
given for prayer. All gather in the chapel, where
prayers are offered up in common for the whole
village. Each family also recites prayers privately
at home, after which each one, with a pious kiss,
venerates the most holy wounds of Christ. The
order is the same for feast-days and working-days,
except for the labor [which the holiness of the day
prohibits]. All are present in the morning at the
sacrifice of the mass, which is celebrated in behalf of
the whole village. Nearly all assist at the mass of a
second priest, and not a few at another if there be a
third celebrant. While the first mass of all, which
is called ‘‘ the Mission Mass,”’ is being said, they
sing sacred Hymns written in the vernacular tongue,
and adapted to the feasts which are then being
celebrated,— with a harmony truly beautiful, and
not at all barbarous. Toward noon they assemble
in the chapel for Vespers, which likewise consist in
the singing of pious hymns. In these they use the
cadence and the airs prescribed by Ecclesiastical law,
and practiced in the churches of Europe. To avoid
all idleness, from which vice barbarians have most
to suffer, some of the men go to the river to snare
fishes with their treacherous hooks; others pursue
wild beasts in the neighboring forest. All at the
same hour, before the sun sets, repair to the chapel
to attend evening prayers and to hear the instruction.
On the greater feast-days, no one leaves the village
after vespers. Meanwhile, lest there be occasion for
idleness or weariness, the priest will explain some



